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This Book is dedicated with affection and respect to
SYLVIA K. NASH,
without whose long and careful research, conducted over many years,
this Book would probably not have been attempted.
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whose brief notes, letters, pictures, etc. enlightened the research.
Those who left longer and useful notes are
CAROLYN HOWARD HARVEY
WILTON BOSWELL.
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together with their diligent dedication to this Book,
enabled us to accumulate large amounts of data,
particularly about 20th century Brookeville families.

Finally, thanks are extended to so many people who researched
their family records, interviewed family members, or
supplied us with photographs or historical anecdotes.

Their enthusiasm and family pride encouraged us,
often in the midst of considerable tedium.

A special word of affection and appreciation goes to
my husband, Al Gardner, and my family
who endured months of distractedness on my part.
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A PERSONAL NOTE & TRIBUTE TO THE PEOPLE WE MET

Far more than I ever expected, this research has absorbed vast amounts of time and emotional energy over
the past two years. Yet, I think all of us who have been involved would say that it has also been an im-
mensely interesting and fulfilling experience.

What began as a logical, orderly set of research activities evolved into a more random and personal process.
Day after day, week after week, someone would call having learned about the research, wanting to include
themselves or their families. Always, they had stories to tell. The fact is that, in today’s busy lifestyles,
theirs was a kind of knowledge and experience not typically valued ... and here we were, seeking it out with
great effort! Think about it...when was the last time someone asked you to find dates of birth or death of your
parent, grandparent, aunt or uncle, or “just what did he or she do?”

Some respondents had deep and significant ties to the Town, others had only short but memorable times
here. Often, someone called only to learn their family lived “outside” the historic district and were therefore
not eligible, and they were greatly disappointed. Sometimes, a descendant expressed little interest in supply-
ing information. Then, a few days later, the same person would call, having sought the information from
other family members, now excited by the whole process.

Sometimes, people came just wanting to talk and recall their memories or ones that were passed down in the
family. One man took me on a long drive to visit his family’s properties in the surrounding area. More than
one person appeared with a family album and was clearly emotional upon recall of memories. Letters and
phone calls from out-of-town respondents were equally personal and vivid.

Occasionally, we visited cemeteries to take the information down ourselves, or understand more the rela-
tionships among family members and make the data more accurate. Sometimes, it was a matter of playing a
“sleuth” in the telephone book, seeking clues among names and areas of residence.

Even the experience of taking fifth graders on a walking tour, an experience which emerged from presenta-
tions about the research, was inspiring. They joined in so easily in imagining the lives and stories of people
of the past that their enthusiasm re-charged my energy (and my hope for the possibilities of future histori-
ans!).

The stories we heard and the stories we created together could go on and on. Someday, they may become a
different kind of book. But as compelling as the stories was the pride our respondents took in contributing
to the research and the part they or their families played in Brookeville’s history. To make a special effort to
invite them to the Town’s Bicentennial Celebration was the only course to take! It would have been an
empty one without them.



HOW THE BOOK OF NAMES WAS CREATED

EARLY GERMINATION OF THE IDEA

The creation of the BOOK OF NAMES has always gone hand-in-hand with preparation for the Bicenten-
nial. It began as a slow recognition - like a picture emerging out of shadows -that the history of any town is
a reflection of the people who have been a part of it. So, too, a town’s celebration of two hundred years
should be a celebration of their lives, too, not simply we who are privileged to call the place “home” in 1994!

So, it only seemed fair that Brookeville’s residents over its 200 years should be included in some way. I must
confess that my early thoughts were really imaginings... “What would they tell us if they could? What
would they celebrate? What would be the memories of a resident of 1900, or another in 1860, or President
Madison as he rode out of Town in 18147 Or what would the busy Richard Thomas or Caleb Bentley have
to say? Or even the resourceful Louisa Hopkins who took over her husband’s harness business when he
became infirm?”

Certainly, there was no way to know their answers. Soon, the imaginings began to take shape in what
seemed a simple, yet enormously large, undertaking. Why not create a “census” of two hundred years,
documenting at least minimal infomation? Why not document the generations of a town? Why not create a
“community genealogy,” as distinct from the more traditional family genealogy? The idea grew more
compelling, knowing that Brookeville was uniquely positioned to allow such a possiblity:

* The incorporated limits were set 100 years ago. The County tax map references the original 56
lots and other properties of the Brooke family.

¢  Animmense amount of data was already recorded in the Brookeville Archives, primarily through
the tireless work of Sylvia K. Nash.

* Many families or their descendants have remained in the area, and many of them
were known to Brookeville residents who might work on such a project.

+ The Town’s Bicentennial was almost two years away, offering a wonderful culminating point
and immediate application of the usefulness of such research.

* The writer loves research, almost any kind! The idea was too exciting to set aside.

THE IDEA TAKES SHAPE

The “BROOKEVILLE RESIDENTS 1774-1994 A Bicentennial Research Project” was designed to 1)
document the names of all persons who have lived in, or owned property in Brookeville over the past 200
years, 2) collect certain basic demographic information about them, and 3) invite them or their descendants
to the Bicentennial in 1994.

A small group of advisors was selected, representing both knowledge of the community and technical exper-
tise. They were David L. Brigham, Stanley Stabler, Nita Archer, Sylvia K. Nash, Carolyn N. Snowden,



Susan Billingsley, and Anne Street. Jane Sween, Librarian, Montgomery County Historical Society, and
Eileen McGuckian, Director, Peerless Rockville, also provided helpful advice. The data-gathering process
was developed from their input and further study.

THE PROJECT BEGINS

As daunting as it seemed, we began, with support of the Town Commission, a grant from the Historic
Preservation Commission (renewed in 1994), our advisors, and an enthusiastic and knowledgeable band of
volunteers. Those volunteers included primarily Flo Johnston, Anna Unglesbee, Sylvia K. Nash, Susan
Billingsley and Betty Derx. The major sources of data were the existing Brookeville Archives, census data,
interviews (especially for 20th century residents), research forms completed by or with respondents, or
other documentation (e.g. cemetery data, news clippings, family records). The Sandy Spring Museum and
Montgomery County Historical Society Library were useful resources.

PUBLICATION OF THE BOOK OF NAMES

This BOOK contains a summary of the research, essay histories of the Town, maps used in the research, and,
of course, basic data on individuals in the INDEX OF NAMES. Someday, another edition may be written,
using anecdotes and pictures.







